The Principal's Own!

The oldest professional music organization in the United States of America is the US Marine Band, also known as "The President's Own."  This concert band has a long and rich history of excellence and has been conducted by some of the most famous names in music history including John Philip Sousa.  To be in The President's Own is to be the best of the best, and everyone that has ever played in it has worked their way up through other smaller bands until finally being called up to serve in the band that performs for almost every presidential function at the White House and abroad.  We are going to learn more about this band over the course of the year but we will also look up to them as a role model of sorts.  Based on the traditions of this ensemble we are starting our own special set of achievements for each member of our band.

Band members in the fifth and sixth grades are asked to learn and play music from a lesson book each week.  Specific lines from these books as well as scales, etudes, and other music will be used as benchmark achievements that will allow each student to move up in "rank," throughout the year.  These ranks are not just a badge of personal achievement, they are also a sign of leadership within the organization.  As a student moves higher and progresses through their book they will also be asked to take a leadership role and help others achieve their goals as well.

5th Grade Band Ranks and Requirements:

	Band Rank
	Playing Test (Benchmark)
	concepts tested

	Private
	Properly assemble and disassemble instrument, get good first tone, demonstrate good posture and hand position
	fundamentals

	Private First Class
	Line #14- Rolling Along
	first five notes playable

	Lance Corporal
	Line #45- Mozart Melody (Twinkle Twinkle Little Star)
	new note-  concert g

	Corporal
	Line #45- William Tell Overture
	eighth note rhythms

	Sergeant
	Bb Exercises pg 40 #1-4
	scales and arpeggios

	Staff Sergeant
	Eb Exercises pg 40 #1-4
	scales and arpeggios 

	Master Sergeant
	F Exercises pg 41 #1-4
	scales and arpeggios 

	Sergeant Major
	Eb Exercises pg 41 #1-4
	scales and arpeggios 



5th Grade Bonus Achievements (5th Grade Only):
These achievements can be earned at any time and are not restricted to a specific rank.
	Bonus Achievements
	concepts tested

	Play your instrument in an ensemble outside of school (church group, scouts, etc.)
	Standard 2.  Performing alone or with others 

	Put together a duet or small ensemble, rehearse, and perform in public with teacher's permission
	Standard 2.  Performing alone or with others

	Volunteer to help set up and tear down the band room on four different days
	RAMS Always Responsible

	Attend a concert outside of the school day, bring in the program as proof, and tell the teacher about what you heard
	Standard 6.  Listening to and describing music



*5th grade students can continue on into the 6th grade requirements if they have completed all of the requirements above including the bonus rank requirements.

6th Grade Band Ranks and Requirements:
All 6th grade students immediately take the rank of 2nd Lieutenant upon joining the band.  If the Band has not reached Book 2 by the beginning of the 6th grade year these requirements will be modified accordingly.
	Band Rank
	Playing Test (Benchmark)
	concepts tested

	2nd Lieutenant
	Book 2- pages 2,3, & 4
	Review of Book 1

	1st Lieutenant
	Book 2- Line 20-23
	Scales and arpeggios

	Captain
	Book 2- #37  The Victors
	cut time

	Major
	Book 2- #43  You're A Grand Old Flag
	syncopated rhythms in cut time

	Lt. Colonel
	Book 2- #55  Essential Elements Quiz
	sixteenth notes

	Colonel
	Book 2- #80  Sight Reading Challenge & Memorized B-Flat Scale
	Articulations, Scales and arpeggios 

	Brigadier General (1 star)
	Book 2- #126  Essential Elements Quiz & Memorized B-Flat, and E-Flat Scale
	New rhythms, Scales and arpeggios 

	Major General (2 star)
	Book 2- #133  Essential Elements Quiz & Memorized B-Flat, E-Flat, and F Scales
	New rhythms, Scales and arpeggios 

	Lieutenant General (3 star)
	Book 2-  pg 39 all  & Memorized B-Flat, E-Flat, F, and A-Flat Scales
	Scales and arpeggios 

	General (4 star)
	Book 2-  pg 40 Solo & previous scales plus line #185-186 Chromatic Scales  (solo must be played in public)
	Scales and arpeggios 


6th Grade Bonus Achievements (6th Grade Only):
These achievements can be earned at any time and are not restricted to a specific rank.
	Bonus Achievement
	concepts tested

	Serve as a band assistant for at least one month, helping with chairs, music, and other duties as needed
	RAMS Always Responsible 

	Write a 300 word essay on a music topic chosen by you but approved by the teacher
	9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 

	Attend an athletic event at the high school where the band is to perform, pay close attention and tell the teacher about what you saw
	8. Understanding relationships between music and disciplines outside the arts. 

	Write your own piece of music and play it on your instrument (at least 32 measures)
	5. Reading and notating music



Public Recognition of Achievements:

Each student will have a name plate on the wall of the band room.  When a student reaches a new rank their name plate will be marked accordingly.  When a student achieves one of the top ranks the name plate will moved up to the next step on the classroom leadership chart and the next chevron of the insignia colored in to signify the new rank. 

Students that achieve the rank of Brigadier General or higher will have their photo taken and added to their name plate.  When the student that has achieved Brigadier General or higher graduates from 6th grade their achievement will remain on a Wall Of Honor for at least the next two years.

Bonus achievements for both grades will be recognized on the student's name plate through the use of color coded bars added to the sides of the plate.

